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1961 – 2011
AYC@50

Penblwydd Hapus Aberaeron Yacht Club.  From the times of our Founder members with their great foresight and the humble beginnings of the old ‘Enid Yard and Stores’ in 1961, to our present clubhouse, with its enviable location in 2011 and our 50th birthday celebration.  Congratulations to all members past and present, what a tremendous achievement.  We have a great Club with a marvellous history, belying our age, run solely by the members for the members and we now find ourselves celebrating a 50th Birthday, an occasion we should all be justly proud of.  To commemorate this landmark in our history, the Club is hosting a number of special events throughout the year (see enclosed social calendar) beginning with our ‘50th Birthday Celebration’ launch on Saturday 5th March at 6.00 p.m.

It is our intention to contact as many members as possible in the hope that they will make the voyage to the Club.  The evening’s proceedings will include the ceremonial cutting of the birthday cake, a glass of bubbly, a buffet reception, a firework display, historical exhibits and the chance to reminisce to your heart’s content about the good old days with friends and acquaintances.  Please tell any past members you know and invite them along too.  The more the merrier.

Please try your very best to support this reception, your presence would be greatly appreciated and certainly help make this a successful and memorable evening.

Tickets are now on sale at £8.00 for Members, £10.00 for Guests and £3.00 for Children under 15 years, from Eileen Jenkins at the Yacht Club, from Ffion Lewis-Jones at Evans & Davies Solicitors, 01545 570335, or by post from the Secretary c/o Porth House, Tabernacle Street, Aberaeron, SA46 0BN.   Due to the limited capacity of the Club, admission will only be granted by the printed tickets available.  So please purchase your tickets soon to avoid disappointment.  

We look forward to seeing you at many events at the Club this year.

Sailing Secretary – Julian Driver
As you are now all aware, this year is the 50th anniversary of our club.  Having been a sailing member since 1972, I have seen the sailing fortunes of the Club ebb and flow. The Club’s early years were firmly rooted in dinghies and this was mainly due to the dedication of John Roberts who was a local woodwork teacher at the Comprehensive school.  During his evenings and weekends off, along with other keen sailors, they built two GP14 dinghies.  This was the start of the sailing section at the Club.

Although the Club in the 60’s had adopted the GP14 as its dinghy of choice, dinghies such as 505’s, Larks, Enterprise, Albacore, Kestrel and 420’s all competed in local regattas, during this period.  The 1970’s saw the increase in cruiser racing, this was a very buoyant time, both sailing wise and financially for the Club.  The E-Boats & Eclipse became the popular boats of the time.  The Club boasted a number of quality sailors during this period, all capable of winning trophies and achieving success around Cardigan Bay.

As well as sailing around the Irish Sea, two of the Club’s Yachtsmen Ray Bowen & David Sinnet-Jones were venturing further a field.  Ray entered and completed the 1979 Azores single handed Race and Dave sailed single handed to South Africa.  Later Dave would circumnavigate the globe single handed, sail to Brazil and up the East Coast of America, an amazing achievement, for someone with his disabilities.

Today the cruiser section is still in fine fettle with a healthy rivalry and banter between Club skippers and boats, not forgetting battles against our old friends from New Quay (things don’t change).

Although our dinghy section is no more, this year being our 50th, we will be holding two separate regattas, one especially for dinghies, so all you who can remember how to get into one, please come and join in and have some fun.  As well as our usual cruiser sailing events, we will be competing in a special 24 hour race around Cardigan Bay, to commemorate this anniversary year.  We shall be visiting the Emerald Isle on our usual summer cruise, hopefully returning to Bray, which we last visited 25 years ago, in order to commemorate our 50th anniversary.

Finally, some of our yachtsmen will compete in the Around the Island Race, in the Solent and also the Sovereigns Cup in Kinsale during 2011, carrying the A.Y.C. banner where ever they go.  Our next 50 years of sailing at AYC depends on the youth of today, and I hope that we can all play a part in encouraging their participation in sailing activities especially in this special year.

J Driver
Social Secretary – Mike Evans
Once again the Social Committee has endeavoured to create an exciting and full programme of events to suit all members with the usual excellent value for money in our 50th year.  Please take time to read the enclosed social calendar and put the dates in your diary today.  Events will be posted in the Club and if you are on e-mail we will send you a reminder.  Please do your very best to support the Club and its events in this special year as the monies raised and subsequent bar takings are the lifeblood of the Club and enable us to continue and improve the facilities.  The Club is also available for members to hire for their own private parties at very reasonable rates with very competitive bar prices.

With demand high to attend Club functions, especially when food is being served, there have been a number of occasions when members who have put their names on the lists provided have failed to attend the event.  This costs the Club money which it can ill afford.  It has also meant that, due to limited space, other members who have wished to attend have been turned away.  Please be aware that in future, members who fail to attend the event or do not inform the Club of their cancellation at least 3 days before the function, will be charged.  Thank you for your co-operation.

Bingo – Remember everybody is welcome to try their luck at Bingo which is held every Wednesday night at 8.30 p.m. at the Club.  Bring a friend, or a group of friends, non-members are welcome.

Membership Secretary – Elsbeth Owen
Membership subs are due now, so please give this matter your earliest attention.  In our 50th year we would ask all members to actively encourage as many people to join the Club as possible, partners, children, friends, all who enjoy the Club’s facilities and functions.  We now have a difference in entrance fees for all functions for members and non members, so it makes financial sense to join the Club.  As stated in last year’s newsletter, it is an objective for taking the Club forward to increase membership of the Club to a figure around 250 by the year 2013.  Let’s make this year a bumper year for memberships.
Current subscriptions per annum are £27.00 per person and £13.50 for OAPs and can be paid at the Club or sent to Elsbeth Owen at Maesglas, Princes Avenue, Aberaeron, Ceredigion, SA46 0JJ.  Please also inform Elsbeth of any change in your details e.g. address, telephone number or e-mail at elsbethowen@btinternet.com.  Please help us to encourage as many people as possible to join the Club, the more the merrier.

DO WE HAVE YOUR CORRECT email address? We send regular updates and information by email – make sure you don’t miss out!

Bar Chairman – Huw Evans
There can be little doubt in the minds of any members that the Club offers the most competitive bar prices in Aberaeron.  This can only be maintained by its use.  So support the functions, ‘drink and be merry’ and help keep the prices down, you know it’s good for you!!!  We are always looking for help behind the bar at functions so if you are interested, please speak to Eileen at the Club.
Club Facilities – Rob Arlington
Rob continues to work tirelessly in maintaining and improving the Club’s facilities with extensive safety works having recently been carried out on the Club’s electrics, amongst many other jobs.  Thank you to him and special thanks to Club member Mike Lewis for the considerable time and help he has given to undertake these works.  It is very much appreciated.  Any member who has any special expertise in building works etc or a spare £50K who would be willing to help Rob in his Club maintenance programme, please contact him on 01545 571203.
AYC@50 Monthly Draw
Please support the Club’s monthly draw.  If every member who receives this newsletter buys a ticket and then sold just one or two to a friend it would make a huge difference to the Club’s financial situation, help enormously with our future development plans and with the rising maintenance costs that we have to endure.  It would be a great achievement to break all records of entrants into the monthly draw in our 50th year.  Thank you.
Bereavements

It is with sadness that we inform members of the passing of Mr Vincent Davies and Lady Brenda Evans.

Vincent was one of the very great characters of AYC and Aberaeron.  A man of great humour and charisma.  For many years he was heavily involved in and around the harbour as either the very accomplished dinghy and cruiser sailor or later as the Harbourmaster.  He could tease and tell the most amazing tales to the gullible with a glint in his eye while always managing to keep a straight face.  As a Founder member of the Club it is very sad indeed that he will miss the celebrations this year of the Club he helped to create 50 years ago.

Lady Brenda had been involved with AYC for very many years as either the wife of the President or the mother of two boys who spent most of the time soaking wet from sailing or falling in the harbour.  She loved the Club and in later years as one of the 4 ‘Golden Girls’, especially enjoyed the dining events.  On many occasions she would intend to go home but would still be there later on happily chatting away enjoying every moment.  She was proud of the family connection with AYC and once while Sir Geraint exchanged club burgees with the Commodore of San Francisco YC she took great delight in extolling the virtues of the Club and its many colourful characters.  They must have thought the clubs were of comparable size.  So many wonderful memories of such a remarkable and unassuming lady – in every sense of the word.

Commodore
As Commodore and author of this newsletter I’m sure you will be delighted to know I have little else to add to all the above other than to say I am obviously very proud to be Commodore of Aberaeron Yacht Club in its 50th anniversary year.  I sincerely hope we will have a hugely successful year with all members pulling together to celebrate this auspicious landmark in our Club’s history and in doing so thank and pay tribute to all those who have been part of this great club’s history, whether it be as a founder member, committee official, volunteer or stalwart of the Club.  Thank you to the Committee and those who have already worked hard in preparation for ‘AYC@50’.  With a fair wind and everybody’s support I am sure we will have an outstanding and very memorable year, putting Aberaeron Yacht Club on a firm footing for the next 50 years.
Club News
1.
Check out Aberaeron Yacht Club on Facebook for details of events.
2.
Congratulations to Spencer and Myfanwy Defriend, Ray Bowen, Simon Raw-Rees and Chris Willis for passing their Day Skipper Theory exams and Spencer and Myfanwy for passing the practical.
3.
Thank you to Bronwen Evans for designing the Club’s 50th year Membership Card.
4.
Would all boat owners and members please keep the yard and surrounding areas of the Club as clean and tidy as possible so that we can ensure a favourable impression to visitors.
4.
Please use the Club website – www.aberaeronyachtclub.org 

AYC@50 SOCIAL CALENDAR 2011

	Date
	Event

	Friday 4th February 2011
	Wales v England – KO 7:45 p.m.

	Saturday 12th February 2011
	Scotland v Wales – KO 5:00 p.m.

	Sunday 13th February 2011
	Valentines Brunch – 12:00 noon

	Saturday 26th February 2011
	Italy v Wales – KO 3:30 p.m.

	
	

	Saturday 5th March 2011
	AYC@50 Birthday Celebration Party

	Saturday 12th March 2011
	Wales v Ireland – KI 5:00 p.m.

	Saturday 19th March 2011
	France v Wales – KO 8:45 p.m.

	
	

	Sunday 3rd April 2011
	Mother’s Day Lunch

	Sunday 24th April 2011
	Club Easter Party

	Saturday 30th April 2011
	RNLI Quiz

	
	

	Saturday 28th May 2011
	BBQ & Music

	
	

	Saturday 18th June 2011
	Father’s Day Supper

	Sunday 19th June 2011
	Aberaeron Rowing Club Regatta

	
	

	Saturday 2nd July 2011
	AYC@50 Venetian Ball

	Saturday 23rd July 2011
	AYC@50 Birthday Fun Day / Dinghy Regatta

	Friday 29th July 2011
	Tug of War

	
	

	Friday 12th August 2011
	AYC@50 Birthday Regatta Reception

	Saturday 13th August 2011
	Regatta & Music

	Sunday 14th August 2011
	Regatta & Presentations

	Saturday 27th August 2011
	AYC Quiz Night

	Monday 29th August 2011
	Carnival

	
	

	Saturday 3rd September 2011
	Mackerel Fiesta / Tin Bath & Water Races

	Saturday 17th September 2011
	Sailing End of Season Race Buffet

	
	

	Saturday 1st October 2011
	AYC@50 Race Night

	Saturday 8th October 2011
	Commodore’s Supper

	Saturday 15th October 2011
	RNLI Quiz Night

	Friday 28th October 2011
	Provisional date for AYC AGM

	Saturday 29th October 2011
	AYC@50 Annual Dinner


Please support as many functions as you can in this special
50th Birthday year in particular the special AYC@50 events.  Put these dates in your diary now.  All functions will be advertised in the Club and by e-mail prior to the event.

Please remember the Club is available for hire at very reasonable rates.

SAILING PROGRAM 2011

	DAY
	DATE
	AM
	HIGH

WATER
	PM
	HIGH

WATER
	AWYC SAILING
	START

	Wed
	6/4/11 
	1015
	4.7
	2226
	4.6
	LIFT IN
	

	Sat
	9/4/11
	1200
	4.4
	1206
	4.2
	Spring Series 1
	1030

	Fri
	15/4/11
	0619
	4.6
	1853
	4.6
	Spring Series 2
	1800

	Sat
	23/4/11
	1200
	4.6
	1218
	4.2
	Spring Series 3
	1030

	Sat
	30/4/11
	0715
	4.3
	1937
	4.2
	Patches
	0930

	Sat
	7/5/11
	
	
	
	
	Launching Supper
	1930

	Sat
	7/5/11
	1108
	4.4
	2324
	4.6
	Spring Series 4
	1000

	Sat
	14/5/11
	0548
	4.6
	1824
	4.5
	Fishguard
	N.Q.  TBA

	Sun
	15/5/11
	0642
	4.8
	1912
	4.8
	Fishguard Return
	

	Sat
	21/5/11
	1114
	4.6
	2336
	4.8
	Pursuit Race
	1030

	Sun
	22/5/11
	1200
	4.6
	1201
	4.3
	Summer Series 1
	1100

	Sun
	5/6/11
	1057
	4.6
	2315
	4.8
	Summer Series 2
	1000

	Wed
	15/6/11
	0803
	4.7
	2026
	5.0
	Wicklow/Bray
	TBA

	Sun
	19/6/11
	1057
	4.7
	2317
	5.1
	Return or Kinsale
	

	Wed

Sat
	22/6/11

25/6/11
	0044 0325
	4.6

3.7
	1307 1611
	4.1

3.4
	Sovereign’s Cup Kinsale 
	

	Sat
	2/7/11
	0918
	4.6
	2133
	5.0
	50th Round the Cans & Venetian Night
	

	Tue
	12/7/11
	0606
	4.1
	1839
	4.3
	Summer Series 3
	1800

	Fri
	15/7/11
	0836
	4.7
	2055
	5.1
	4 Buoys 50th Anniversary Race
	2000

	Sat
	16/7/11
	0916
	4.8
	2135
	5.3
	4 Buoys 50th Anniversary Race
	

	Sat
	23/7/11
	0127
	4.0
	1348
	3.6
	A.Y.C. Dinghy Regatta
	

	Sat
	30/7/11
	0821
	4.5
	2036
	5.0
	Tresaith Regatta/Cardigan
	

	Sun
	31/7/11
	0901
	4.8
	2117
	5.3
	Tresaith Regatta/Cardigan Return
	

	Sat
	6/8/11
	0103
	4.7
	1332
	4.2
	Summer Series 4
	1200

	Fri
	12/8/11
	
	
	
	
	Regatta Reception
	1930

	Sat
	13/8/11
	0821
	4.7
	2038
	5.1
	A.Y.C. Cruiser Regatta
	

	Sun
	14/8/11
	0858
	4.8
	2115
	5.3
	A.Y.C. Cruiser Regatta
	

	Sat
	20/8/11
	0004
	4.4
	1218
	4.1
	NQ Regatta Feeder Race
	

	Sun
	21/8/11
	0040
	4.0
	1257
	3.8
	NQ Regatta Feeder Race
	

	Mon
	22/8/11
	0124
	3.7
	1347
	3.5
	NQ Regatta Main Day
	

	Tue
	23/8/11
	0223
	3.4
	1456
	3.4
	NQ Regatta
	

	Sat
	10/9/11
	0726
	4.4
	1942
	4.8
	 Aberdovey/Barmouth
	

	Sun
	11/9/11
	0803
	4.6
	2018
	5.0
	Aberdovey/Barmouth Return
	

	Sat
	17/9/11
	1110
	4.5
	2330
	4.4
	End of Season Race & Buffet
	

	Sat
	24/9/11
	0606
	3.9
	1821
	4.4
	Cardigan
	

	Sun
	25/9/11
	0655
	4.4
	1909
	4.9
	Cardigan Return
	


Tide Times and Heights are Based on Ceredigion County Council Tables 

